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Welcome to Staff Notes, the Plainville Community Schools information update delivered bi-weekly via email 
to all staff members. Staff Notes is provided to bridge communication among staff members district-wide 
via highlights of Board of Education initiatives, programs, events, staff and student achievements & more. 

Staff Notes: Comments? Suggestions? Contact Lynn Davis, Communications Specialist, 
        793-3220 ext. 236, or via email: davisl @plainvilleschools.org 

 

Linden’s Wellness Calendar 
The Linden community is in its second year of 
using the “Wellness Calendar,” which is sent 
home to Linden families each month. Between 
80-120 Linden students participate in the Well-
ness Calendar program monthly. Student sug-
gested physical activities are outlined on the well-
ness calendar for each day of the month, includ-
ing alternate activities. Parents sign off on stu-
dents completing at least 80% of the monthly cal-
endar activities, and then those participants cele-
brate with a themed party! 
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Local Dog Sled Runner Visits MSP 
Plainville resident and dog sled runner, Joan Ka-
czmarczyk, visited the Middle School of Plain-
ville to speak with sixth graders about the care 
and training of sled dogs and the sport of racing. 
Students recently completed a unit of study in 
Reading/Language Arts classes where they in-
vestigated wolf behaviors and read Gary 
Paulsen’s Woodsong. They also learned of his 
experiences running dogs in the Iditarod and vis-
ited the Springfield Science Museum for a “Wolf 
to Woof” program about the genetics of both 
species. Each student chose a musher to follow 
in this year's race and searched daily to see their 
musher's position. They read daily blogs and 
viewed photos and videos which were sent from 
the race, and they were able to track their mush-
er's progress by GPS through the Iditarod's web-
site. Ms. Kaczmarczyk was a primary source for 
students to further their research. Her presenta-
tion included an explanation of the features of 
the dog sled, and a 'meet and greet' with her six 
Alaskan Huskies. The visit concluded with a 
question and answer session in the auditorium in 
order to further students' understanding of the 
care and treatment of sled dogs.  

DID YOU KNOW? The opening reception for 
the 2016 Art from Plainville Community Schools 
@New Britain Museum of American Art, New Brit-
ain, was held on April 5th. The exhibit runs through 
April 10th. 

PHS Students Attend CCSU’s  
Financial Reality Fair 
On March 29th, 34 Plainville High School jun-
iors and seniors, together with faculty member 
Brian Edge, and Assistant Principal, Rosa Pé-
rez, attended the Financial Reality Fair at Central 
Connecticut State University. The event, spon-
sored by Connecticut's Credit Unions, is a hands-
on program where students, after identifying their 
"career choice and salaries" are provided with a 
budget sheet requiring them to "live within their 
monthly salary" while budgeting for basics such 
as housing, utilities, transportation and more. Af-
ter the students balanced their budgets, they met 
with financial counselors to review their standings. 
The fair is a unique opportunity for students to 
experience some of the financial challenges of 
living independently. 

Toffolon’s Science Into The Night! 
On March 18th, as part of their Earth, Moon, and 
Sun Unit, Toffolon fifth graders participated in 
an evening filled with astronomy. Local Astrono-
mers from the Greater Hartford Astronomy Socie-
ty shared their expertise of the night sky with the 
use of several very large, high powered tele-
scopes. In addition, STARLAB, the inflatable plan-
etarium from Southeastern Children’s museum, 
presented an Earth, Moon and Sun show from 
inside their fascinating darkened dome set up in 
the gymnasium. While inside the dome, students 
learned about constellations, orbiting, seasons, 
and many other scientific facts about the solar 
system.   


